WHY DO   WE ACCEPT OUR FOUR  GOSPELS?    n

understood. The martyrs answer that their
church-chest contains Epistles of Paul, and other
books not named. It might be hastily con-
cluded either that they did not possess our
Gospels, or that they rated the Epistles more
highly. But, surely, it is unsafe to conclude*
from these words, anything more than that the
martyrs possessed Epistles of S. Paul. A
reasonable explanation exists why these should
be specially mentioned. The Christians seemed
to the Roman Government to be an International
secret society, and their correspondence by letter
would naturally awaken suspicion. The Chris-
tians themselves, on the other hand, were ready
enough to produce S. Paul's letters in order to
show how he enjoined submission to the higher
powers.

3. But the second century was also a time of
Christian apology, for wherever Christianity was
assailed with the sword, it was defended with
the pen. At Athens, Aristides, a Christian phi-
losopher, presented an Apology to Hadrian, the
one emperor who, from his curiosity in religious
matters, is likely to have looked at such a
document.